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Brian may red special guitar

Brian May Red Special Guitar: The Iconic Instrument
Deconstructed

Brian May's Red Special guitar is a legendary instrument, crafted from repurposed wood and
embodying unique design features contributing to its distinctive tone. Its DIY ethos, innovative
construction, and enduring legacy inspire guitarists worldwide. Learn about its history, specifications,
and the secrets to its distinctive sound. Brian May's Red Special, famously nicknamed "The Red
Special," is far more than just a guitar; it's a symbol of ingenuity, perseverance, and a testament to
the power of DIY craftsmanship. Built by May and his father in the early 1960s, this instrument isn't a
mass-produced marvel but a meticulously crafted creation reflecting its maker's unwavering
dedication to a unique sound. The guitar's unconventional construction, featuring a mahogany body
and a neck made of a combination of oak and mahogany, isn't simply a result of resourcefulness; it's a
foundational aspect of its legendary tone. This bespoke approach, blending diverse woods and
unconventional joinery techniques, produces a rich, resonant sound unlike anything commercially
available at the time (and even today). The distinctive tremolo system, also designed and built by May
himself, adds to its unique sonic capabilities, contributing to Queen’s signature sound heard across
their prolific career. The Red Special's story is intrinsically linked to Brian May's musical journey,
emphasizing the relationship between instrument and artist.

Key Features and Specifications of the Brian May Red Special
While exact specifications vary slightly depending on the iteration (May has used several versions
over the years, each with minor modifications), several core components define the Red Special's
unique character: • Body: Mahogany, chosen for its warm, resonant tone. • Neck: A combination of
Oak and Mahogany, offering a unique stiffness and sustain. This unconventional combination is key to
its responsiveness and sound. • Fretboard: Rosewood, providing a smooth playing surface and
contributing to the overall warmth of the tone. • Pickups: Tri-Sonic pickups, a custom design
contributing significantly to the Red Special's distinctive sound. These were initially created using
modified Burns Tri-Sonic pickups, further reflecting its DIY origins. Later versions feature custom-
wound pickups by Burns London and others. • Bridge/Tremolo: A custom-designed tremolo system, a
crucial element in shaping the guitar's expressive sound and vibrato. This unique design allows for
both subtle and dramatic pitch bends. • Finish: A simple, often described as 'worn', finish that has
evolved over the decades, adding character to its visual appearance and potentially impacting its
sonic properties. | Feature | Specification | Impact on Sound | |||| | Body Wood | Mahogany | Warm,
resonant, full-bodied tone | | Neck Wood | Oak & Mahogany | Stiffness, sustain, balanced tone | |
Fretboard | Rosewood | Smooth playing, adds warmth | | Pickups | Tri-Sonic (Custom Wound) | Bright,
clear, yet warm and powerful tone | | Bridge/Tremolo | Custom Design | Wide vibrato range, unique
sustain and bends |

The Red Special's Impact on Guitar Design and Tone
The Red Special didn't follow conventional guitar-making rules. Its unconventional design influenced



subsequent guitar designs and became a blueprint for custom-shop creations, inspiring luthiers and
players to embrace non-standard approaches to instrument design. The DIY ethos is particularly
inspiring, demonstrating that innovation doesn't require expensive equipment or established factories.

The Red Special's Tone: A Deeper Dive
The sound of the Red Special is instantly recognizable. It's characterized by a combination of
brightness, warmth, and sustain, creating a unique sonic signature which has defined Queen's music
for decades. This unique sound is not simply a result of any single component but a complex interplay
of its many unique aspects: • Wood Selection: The combination of mahogany and oak in the body
and neck creates a complex resonance. • Pickups: The custom-wound Tri-Sonic pickups deliver a
versatile tonal range, capable of handling everything from delicate clean tones to powerful,
overdriven rock sounds. • Bridge/Tremolo: May's custom tremolo system allows for a wide range of
vibrato effects, adding expressive capabilities. • Playing Technique: Brian May's own unique playing
style further contributes to the guitar's distinctive sound. His use of his unique picking technique and
amplification adds to the unique timbre.

Brian May Red Special Replicas and the Legacy
Given the Red Special's iconic status, several companies have produced replicas aiming to replicate
its sound and feel. While no replica perfectly captures the nuances of the original – the historical
context and decades of wear and tear on May's instruments are significant factors – these replicas
offer guitarists a chance to experience the Red Special's unique characteristics. This underscores the
enduring legacy of the instrument and its continued influence on guitar design and player inspiration.

Conclusion
Brian May's Red Special guitar stands as a testament to the power of creativity, ingenuity, and
perseverance. Its unique design, born from necessity and resourcefulness, has become a legendary
instrument shaping the sound of a generation. Its enduring appeal lies not only in its distinctive tone
but also in its inspiring story, proving that innovation and groundbreaking sounds can emerge from
unexpected places. The Red Special is more than a guitar; it's a symbol of DIY spirit, demonstrating
that great things can be achieved with passion, dedication, and a little bit of ingenuity.

Advanced FAQs:
1. What kind of strings does Brian May use on his Red Special? Brian May primarily uses custom-
wound strings with a slightly heavier gauge than standard sets. The exact specifications are not
consistently publicized. 2. How does the Red Special's unique tremolo system differ from other
tremolos? May's tremolo system is characterized by its unique design, emphasizing precision, sustain,
and a wide vibrato range without the pitch instability issues commonly found in other designs. 3. Are
there any specific amplifiers or effects pedals that complement the Red Special’s tone? Brian
May is known for his use of Vox amplifiers and a range of effects pedals, including delay and reverb,
to shape the Red Special's sound. Experimentation is key to discovering what best suits your playing
style. 4. How much would a genuine Brian May Red Special guitar cost? Genuine Red Specials
are not commercially available. Only those built personally by May or authorized luthiers are in
existence, and their value is immense, far exceeding the price of typical custom guitars. 5. Beyond the
sound, what aspects contribute to the Red Special's playability? The combination of wood types in the
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neck, the custom-designed fretboard radius, and the overall balance of the guitar contribute to a
playing experience that is both comfortable and highly responsive.

The Red Special: Brian May's Iconic Homemade
Masterpiece

In the pantheon of rock guitar legends, few instruments hold the same mystique and sentimental
value as Brian May's Red Special. It's not just a guitar; it's a story, a testament to ingenuity, and the
sonic soul of Queen's unforgettable music. For decades, this unique, homemade instrument has
captivated guitarists and fans alike, sparking endless fascination about its origins, its distinctive
sound, and the man who poured his heart and soul into its creation.

From the soaring melodies of "Bohemian Rhapsody" to the blistering solos of "Hammer to Fall," the
Red Special has been Brian May's constant companion, shaping the soundscape of one of the greatest
rock bands in history. It’s a guitar that defies conventional craftsmanship, born not in a factory but in
the humble surroundings of a suburban home, driven by a young man’s passion and a father’s
engineering prowess.

A Father-Son Project: The Genesis of a Legend
The story of the Red Special begins in the early 1960s. Brian May, then just 16 years old, had a
burning desire for a quality electric guitar. However, his family’s financial situation meant that a
brand-new Fender or Gibson was out of reach. Undeterred, he approached his father, Harold May, an
electronics engineer with a knack for innovation. Together, they embarked on an ambitious project: to
build a guitar that would not only rival the professional instruments of the day but also possess a
unique sonic character all its own.

This wasn't a quick weekend build. The Red Special, affectionately nicknamed "The Old Lady" by
Brian, was a labor of love that took over two years to complete. Every component was carefully
considered, scavenged, or painstakingly crafted. The process was a masterclass in resourcefulness
and an early indicator of Brian May's meticulous approach to sound. This collaborative effort between
father and son forged not just a guitar, but a bond that would resonate through Brian’s entire career.

Unconventional Materials, Unforgettable Tone
What sets the Red Special apart is its completely unconventional construction. This isn't your average
mahogany body or maple neck. Brian and Harold were determined to use materials that were readily
available and, frankly, a bit unusual. The result is a guitar with a sound that is instantly recognizable
and utterly unique.

The Body: A Fireplace Mantle and a Bicycle Saddle

The core of the Red Special's body is crafted from a piece of aged mahogany taken from an old
fireplace mantle. This solid wood provided a warm, resonant foundation. To add visual flair and
further personalize the instrument, Brian’s mother, Ruth, upholstered the front with a patterned
fabric, later coated with a red cellulose finish – hence the name "Red Special." This gave the guitar its
distinctive, almost flamboyant appearance.



Interestingly, the tremolo system, a crucial element in May's playing style, was ingeniously
constructed using a steel bicycle saddle support and a marble cutting-board retaining roller. This
homemade vibrato unit allows for expressive pitch bends and dives that are a hallmark of his solos.

The Neck: A Resilient Piece of History

The neck of the Red Special is another story of resourceful engineering. It’s made from a solid piece
of oak, salvaged from an old Victorian-era armchair. Harold May’s expertise came into play again, as
he carefully shaped and fitted the fretboard. Instead of traditional fret wire, they used buttons from an
old knitting set, cut and filed into shape. This detail, though seemingly minor, contributed to the
guitar's unique feel and subtle tonal characteristics.

The Electronics: A Symphony of Switches

Perhaps the most complex and innovative aspect of the Red Special lies in its electronics. Brian, with
his passion for electronics, designed a switching system that allows for an incredible array of tonal
possibilities. The guitar features three single-coil pickups, each with its own on/off and phase-reverse
switch. This means that each pickup can be individually engaged, disengaged, or wired out of phase
with any other pickup, creating a vast spectrum of sounds – from biting humbucker-like tones to
thinner, more nasal qualities. This intricate switching system is a significant contributor to the Red
Special’s legendary versatility and its ability to emulate different guitar sounds, often leading people
to believe he used multiple guitars for Queen’s recordings.

The Sound of the Red Special: More Than Just Amplification
The Red Special’s sound is an amalgamation of its unique construction, its custom electronics, and
Brian May's innovative playing techniques. It’s a sound that has been described as vocal, singing, and
incredibly expressive. This distinctive character is what allows it to cut through a mix with such
authority, delivering searing leads and rich, harmonized textures.

The combination of the oak neck, mahogany body, and the specific winding of his pickups contributes
to its sustained, bell-like tone. When paired with his custom-built AC30 amplifiers, powered by a
treble booster, the Red Special produces a rich, harmonically complex sound that is instantly
recognizable as Brian May. It’s a tone that can be both powerful and delicate, capable of producing
the soaring melodies of "Love of My Life" and the aggressive attack of "Tie Your Mother Down."

Brian May's Playing Style and the Red Special
Brian May's unique approach to playing the guitar is inextricably linked to the Red Special. He is
renowned for his melodic sensibilities, his use of a sixpence coin as a plectrum (which adds a distinct
brightness and articulation), and his pioneering use of guitar harmonies, often layering multiple
tracks of himself playing to create orchestral-like textures. The Red Special’s tonal versatility and its
exceptional sustain are perfectly suited to these techniques.

The tremolo system, as mentioned earlier, is another key element. May’s mastery of the vibrato bar
allows him to create fluid, expressive pitch bends that sound almost like a human voice. This,
combined with his deft fingerwork, makes his solos instantly identifiable and deeply emotive. The Red
Special isn't just an instrument; it's an extension of his musical vision.
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The Legacy of the Red Special
The Red Special is more than just a guitar; it's a cultural icon. It has inspired countless guitarists to
experiment with their instruments, to explore unconventional approaches to building and modifying
their own gear. The "DIY" ethos behind its creation continues to resonate with musicians who
appreciate its unique story and its unparalleled sound.

Numerous replicas and tribute models of the Red Special have been produced over the years by
various guitar manufacturers, allowing fans to experience a taste of Brian May’s signature sound.
However, none can truly replicate the magic and history of the original. It remains the definitive Brian
May guitar, a constant presence in his live performances and studio recordings.

Enduring Fascination and a Timeless Instrument
The enduring fascination with the Red Special is a testament to its incredible story and its remarkable
sound. It represents the triumph of creativity and determination over limitations. It’s a reminder that
the most extraordinary instruments can emerge from the most ordinary circumstances, fueled by
passion and a touch of genius.

For anyone who has ever been moved by the power and beauty of Queen's music, the Red Special is
more than just a guitar – it’s the voice that sang those timeless melodies. It's a testament to a father
and son's shared dream, a unique piece of rock and roll history, and a truly legendary instrument.

The Iconic Brian May Red Special Guitar: A Masterpiece of Craftsmanship and Sound Among the
legendary instruments that have shaped rock history, few hold the mystique and reverence of Brian
May’s Red Special guitar. More than just a tool of creation, this instrument is a symbol of innovation,
passion, and unparalleled sonic character—deeply intertwined with one of rock’s most iconic
guitarists. The Red Special stands apart not only for its distinctive red finish but for the meticulous
engineering and artistic vision behind its design, making it a true masterpiece in the world of
specialty guitars.

Origins and Evolution of the Red Special The story of the Red
Special begins with Brian May himself, a guitarist,
astrophysicist, and inventor whose technical curiosity drove him
to build a guitar unlike any other. In the late 1960s, while still
developing his signature Vox AC30 and early prototypes, May
recognized the limitations of standard instruments in capturing
the full emotional and tonal range required for his ambitious
compositions. Determined to create a guitar that suited his
unique playing style and the rich harmonies found in songs like
“Bohemian Rhapsody,” he embarked on a personal journey to
design and construct a custom instrument. Using a vintage 1959



Vox AC30 as his foundation, May meticulously modified the
body, neck, and electronics to achieve a balanced, resonant tone
with extended sustain and powerful projection. The most
recognizable feature—the bold red lacquer finish—was more
than cosmetic: it originated from May’s use of a proprietary,
heat-resistant paint that also enhanced durability and
contributed to the guitar’s unique resonance. The result was a
sculpted, contoured body that felt intuitive in hand, a neck with
a wide, comfortable profile, and a bridge that delivered clarity
and sustain across all registers. What truly set the Red Special
apart was its hybrid construction: a mahogany body paired with
a maple top, combining warmth and brightness in a way that
became instantly recognizable in the studio and on stage.
Unlike mass-produced instruments, each Red Special was hand-
built, reflecting May’s deep understanding of acoustics and
player ergonomics. Over the decades, the design has evolved
subtly, incorporating modern materials and precision
craftsmanship while preserving the soul of the original.

Tonal Characteristics and Sonic Signature The Red Special’s
sonic identity is defined by its warm, rich tone with a
pronounced midrange presence and a lively upper
register—qualities that make it ideal for both intricate melodies
and dynamic power chords. The mahogany body imparts a
natural sustain and depth, while the maple top brightens the
attack and adds clarity, allowing each note to cut through dense
mixes without harshness. This balance gives the guitar a
versatile voice, capable of conveying everything from tender
introspection to soaring rock grandeur. May’s custom pickup
configuration—often featuring humbuckers with carefully tuned
spacing—enhances the instrument’s ability to produce smooth,
singing leads and punchy, articulate riffs. The result is a guitar
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that responds with precision to dynamic pressure, rewarding
expressive playing with nuanced tonal shifts that feel almost
organic. Whether recorded in a studio or heard live, the Red
Special delivers a presence that commands attention, blending
warmth and clarity in a way that feels both timeless and
modern.

Applications in Music and Performance Since its emergence, the
Red Special has become a staple in Brian May’s live
performances and studio recordings, featured prominently in
Queen’s most celebrated works. Its ability to deliver both subtle
phrasing and commanding volume makes it equally suited for
intimate studio sessions and large-scale concerts. May has used
the instrument not only to bring his compositions to life but to
explore new sonic territories, often incorporating effects and
custom modifications to expand its expressive range. Beyond
the Queen catalog, the Red Special has inspired a generation of
musicians and luthiers, serving as a benchmark for what a
custom guitar can achieve when engineering meets artistry. Its
influence extends into film scoring, session work, and
experimental music, where its distinctive voice adds emotional
depth and character. For guitarists seeking a true partner in
performance, the Red Special offers more than technical
capability—it delivers a connection to a legacy of innovation and
passion.

Enduring Legacy and Future Outlook Today, the Red Special
guitar remains a coveted instrument, both as a collector’s item
and a functional masterpiece. Original models from the 1970s
and 1980s are celebrated for their craftsmanship and historical
significance, while modern reproductions maintain the
original’s core design principles with contemporary



advancements. This enduring appeal underscores the guitar’s
status not just as a product of its time, but as a timeless
instrument shaped by vision and dedication. Looking ahead, the
Red Special’s legacy continues to evolve. Advances in materials
science, digital modeling, and precision manufacturing offer
new possibilities for enhancing its tone and playability without
compromising its soul. Brian May’s ongoing commitment to
innovation ensures that future versions will honor the original’s
spirit while embracing new technologies. Whether through
original builds, tribute instruments, or experimental offshoots,
the Red Special remains a beacon of what happens when artistry
meets engineering—proving that great guitars are not only built
to be played, but to inspire.

The Red Special: Brian May's Iconic Axe and the Sound
of a Generation

In the pantheon of legendary guitars, few instruments command
the same reverence, mystique, and sonic impact as Brian May's
Red Special. More than just a piece of wood and wire, it's a
meticulously crafted, deeply personal extension of the Queen
guitarist's genius, responsible for some of rock's most enduring
and unmistakable melodies. From the searing leads of
"Bohemian Rhapsody" to the anthemic power chords of "We Will
Rock You," the Red Special's voice has shaped the soundscape of
popular music for decades, making it a truly iconic instrument.

This article delves deep into the captivating story of the Red
Special, exploring its unique construction, the innovative
techniques employed by its creator, and the profound influence
it has had on Brian May's playing and the very fabric of rock
guitar. We'll uncover the secrets behind its distinctive tone, its
evolution, and why this homemade marvel continues to inspire
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guitarists and enthusiasts worldwide. For those searching for
information on the "Brian May guitar," "Queen's guitar,"
"custom electric guitar," or "DIY guitar building," this
comprehensive analysis will provide invaluable insights.

A Labor of Love: The Genesis of the Red Special

The story of the Red Special is not one of factory production
lines or celebrity endorsements, but of a father-son
collaboration driven by a singular vision. In the early 1960s, a
teenage Brian May, armed with a burning desire to create his
own unique sound, embarked on a monumental project with his
father, Harold May, an electrical engineer. Disenchanted with
the mass-produced guitars available at the time, which he found
lacked character and the tonal versatility he craved, Brian set
out to build something truly his own. This was the birth of a DIY
guitar project that would redefine what was possible.

The project began in earnest around 1963. Brian's initial
inspiration stemmed from his desire for a guitar that could
produce a rich, sustain-laden tone, something he felt was
missing from contemporary instruments. The Red Special was
envisioned as a tool to unlock new sonic territories, a far cry
from the cookie-cutter guitars of the era. The "Red Special"
moniker, of course, comes from the distinctive reddish-brown
hue of the wood used in its construction. This handcrafted
approach meant every element was considered, debated, and
meticulously implemented, a testament to the dedication of
both father and son.

Unconventional Materials, Unparalleled Tone

What sets the Red Special apart, and indeed contributes
significantly to its legendary sound, is the unconventional array
of materials and construction techniques employed. Brian and
Harold May sourced materials from all over their home, turning



everyday objects into integral parts of this musical masterpiece.

The Body: A Symphony of Found Objects

The body of the Red Special is a prime example of this
ingenuity. Instead of a solid block of traditional tonewood, Brian
utilized a piece of oak from an old fireplace mantel. This aged
wood, with its inherent dryness and density, is believed to
contribute to the guitar's exceptional sustain and resonant
qualities. To further enhance its stability and reduce feedback,
the oak was hollowed out and overlaid with a thin veneer of
mahogany. This combination of solid and hollowed construction,
coupled with the unique wood choice, creates a complex tonal
foundation.

The Neck: Crafted for Comfort and Control

The neck of the Red Special is equally remarkable. Fashioned
from a piece of old oak, it was hand-carved to a comfortable
profile that Brian found conducive to his playing style. A
significant detail is the fretboard, which was made from the
repurposed wood of a 100-year-old Brazilian rosewood table.
This particular choice of wood is known for its warmth and tonal
richness. The frets themselves were a custom order, carefully
hammered into place. The intention was to create a neck that
felt alive under the fingers, allowing for fluid expression and
precise note articulation.

The Electronics: A Wiring Wizardry

Perhaps the most innovative and defining aspect of the Red
Special lies in its unique electronics. Brian May, with his keen
interest in electronics (a passion shared with his father),
designed a sophisticated switching system that allows for an
unparalleled level of tonal control. Instead of a standard 3-way
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selector switch, the Red Special features individual on/off and
phase switches for each of its three Burns Tri-Sonic single-coil
pickups.

This intricate setup offers a staggering array of sonic
possibilities. By combining the pickups in different series and
parallel configurations, and crucially, utilizing the phase
switches, Brian can achieve a wide spectrum of tones – from
thick, humbucker-like warmth to bright, biting single-coil
clarity. The ability to individually switch pickups on and off, and
then manipulate their phase, allows for a level of sonic sculpting
that was unheard of in electric guitars of the era. This is a key
factor in the "Brian May tone," a sound often described as vocal,
articulate, and immensely powerful. This innovative wiring is a
significant reason why many search for the "Red Special wiring
diagram" or "Brian May pickup configuration."

The Tremolo System: A Whammy Bar Wonder

The Red Special also features a unique homemade tremolo
system. Rather than a factory-built unit, Brian and Harold May
fashioned their own, using a sharpened steel knitting needle as
the pivot point and repurposed motorcycle valve springs for
tension. This ingenious design allows for subtle vibrato and
dramatic dive bombs, further expanding the guitar's expressive
capabilities. The subtle, controlled pitch bends characteristic of
May's playing are often attributed to this finely tuned, yet
remarkably simple, tremolo system.

The Sound of Queen: The Red Special's Sonic Footprint

From the moment Queen hit the global stage, the Red Special
became synonymous with their groundbreaking sound. Its
distinctive voice was not just an addition to the band's music; it
was an integral part of its identity. Brian May's masterful use of



the instrument, combined with its unique tonal palette, created
a signature sound that was instantly recognizable and utterly
captivating.

"Bohemian Rhapsody" and Beyond

The operatic brilliance of "Bohemian Rhapsody" is perhaps the
ultimate showcase for the Red Special's versatility. The intricate
guitar harmonies, meticulously layered by May, were all played
on his homemade instrument. The soaring, lyrical solos, the
driving rhythm parts, and the subtle textural elements all bear
the unmistakable stamp of the Red Special. This is where the
"Brian May solo tone" truly shines, a testament to his skill and
the guitar's capabilities.

Across Queen's extensive discography, the Red Special's
presence is undeniable. On tracks like "Killer Queen," its bright,
cutting tones provide melodic counterpoints. "Tie Your Mother
Down" features its raw, aggressive power. The epic soundscapes
of "The Prophet's Song" and the poignant melodies of "Love of
My Life" all benefit from the instrument's rich, sustaining voice.
The guitar's ability to adapt to such a wide range of musical
styles, from hard rock to balladry, is a testament to its
exceptional design and May's virtuosity.

Legacy and Influence: Inspiring Generations

The Red Special is more than just a guitar; it's a symbol of
innovation, dedication, and the boundless possibilities of
creativity. Its legacy extends far beyond its role in Queen's
success, inspiring countless guitarists and luthiers to explore
unconventional approaches to instrument building and sound
design.
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The Luthier's Dream

For aspiring guitar builders and those fascinated by the
intricacies of electric guitar construction, the Red Special
serves as a monumental case study. Its story underscores the
fact that exceptional instruments can be born from ingenuity
and resourcefulness, rather than solely from expensive
materials and mass production. The "Brian May Red Special
replica" market is a testament to its enduring appeal, with
numerous companies and individual luthiers attempting to
capture its essence.

A Masterclass in Tone Shaping

Brian May's masterful manipulation of his Red Special,
particularly its complex switching system and the use of treble
boosters and other effects, has become a masterclass in tone
shaping. Guitarists continue to study his techniques, seeking to
emulate his rich, vocal sustain, his articulate lead work, and his
ability to create layered sonic textures. Understanding the "Red
Special tone" involves appreciating the interplay between the
guitar itself and May's unique approach to amplification and
effects.

The Enduring Appeal of the Red Special

In an age of technological advancement and increasingly
sophisticated guitar manufacturing, the Red Special stands as a
beacon of timeless craftsmanship and artistic vision. Its humble
origins, born from the desire of a teenage boy and the
engineering expertise of his father, have blossomed into a
legend that continues to resonate with music lovers and
musicians alike. The Red Special is not just Brian May's guitar;
it is an enduring icon of rock and roll, a testament to the power
of passion, innovation, and a well-crafted instrument that sings



with a voice all its own.

Whether you're a seasoned guitarist seeking to understand the
secrets behind a legendary tone, a budding luthier looking for
inspiration, or simply a fan of Queen's unparalleled music, the
story of the Red Special offers a compelling journey into the
heart of what makes a truly great instrument. Its influence is
immeasurable, and its sonic legacy will undoubtedly continue to
inspire for generations to come, solidifying its place as one of
the most important and beloved electric guitars ever created.

In the age of digital learning, downloading Brian May Red
Special Guitar has redefined the way knowledge is accessed,
shared, and consumed. As educational ecosystems increasingly
embrace technology, digital books have become central to
academic study, professional development, and personal
enrichment. The convenience of instant access allows learners
to engage with content at any time, supporting a culture of self-
directed learning and continuous research.

One of the most transformative aspects of digital access is
flexibility. With downloadable formats, Brian May Red Special
Guitar can be read on a wide range of devices, including
laptops, tablets, and smartphones. This adaptability enables
learners to study in environments that suit their preferences
and schedules. Whether during travel, at home, or in
professional settings, digital books make learning more
consistent and accessible.

Portability is a major advantage that distinguishes digital
resources from traditional printed books. Thousands of titles
can be stored on a single device, allowing users to build
extensive personal libraries without physical limitations. With
Brian May Red Special Guitar available digitally, learners no



© old.rootedinrights.org Brian may red special guitar 15

longer need to carry heavy textbooks or worry about storage
space. This portability encourages frequent reading and
efficient use of time.

Cost-effectiveness is another key benefit of digital learning
materials. Many platforms offer free or affordable access to
books and scholarly resources, reducing financial barriers to
education. For students and independent learners, the ability to
download Brian May Red Special Guitar without significant
expense makes higher-quality learning resources more
accessible. Affordable access promotes intellectual curiosity and
lifelong learning.

Interactivity further enhances the value of digital books. PDF
versions of Brian May Red Special Guitar often include features
such as highlighting, note-taking, bookmarking, and keyword
search. These tools allow readers to engage actively with the
text, improving comprehension and retention. For academic and
professional users, interactive features streamline research and
support more efficient information processing.

Search functionality is particularly beneficial for learners
working with complex or extensive materials. Instead of
manually scanning pages, users can locate specific concepts or
references within seconds. This capability supports analytical
reading and helps users connect ideas across different sections
of the text. Downloading Brian May Red Special Guitar digitally
transforms reading into a more strategic and productive
activity.

Reputable digital platforms play a critical role in providing safe
and legal access to educational resources. Websites such as
Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer public domain books



and legally shared materials, while academic platforms like
Academia.edu and JSTOR provide peer-reviewed articles and
scholarly publications. Accessing Brian May Red Special Guitar
through these trusted sources ensures content authenticity and
reliability.

Ethical engagement with digital content is essential in
maintaining a sustainable knowledge ecosystem. By using
legitimate platforms, readers respect intellectual property
rights and support authors, researchers, and publishers. Ethical
downloading also protects users from malicious content, such as
malware or deceptive files, that may be found on unverified
websites.

Digital books also support lifelong learning by enabling
continuous access to knowledge. Education is no longer limited
to formal institutions or specific life stages. With Brian May Red
Special Guitar available digitally, individuals can explore new
subjects, update professional skills, or deepen personal
interests at their own pace. This flexibility aligns with the
demands of modern careers and evolving personal goals.

Combining multiple digital resources further enriches the
learning experience. Readers can study Brian May Red Special
Guitar alongside related books, research articles, and online
materials to gain a broader understanding of a topic. This
comparative approach fosters critical thinking, creativity, and a
more nuanced perspective on complex issues.

For professionals, downloadable digital books serve as practical
tools for ongoing development. Engineers, educators,
researchers, and business professionals can quickly reference
relevant information, stay current with industry trends, and
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improve their expertise. Having Brian May Red Special Guitar
readily available supports informed decision-making and
professional competence.

Digital organization also contributes to learning efficiency.
Users can categorize files, create searchable libraries, and store
materials securely using cloud services. This organization
ensures that valuable resources remain accessible and easy to
manage over time. Compared to physical libraries, digital
collections offer greater flexibility and convenience.

Accessibility is another important advantage of digital books.
Many PDF readers include features such as adjustable font
sizes, text-to-speech options, and compatibility with screen
readers. These tools make Brian May Red Special Guitar more
accessible to users with different learning needs or visual
impairments, promoting inclusive education.

Environmental sustainability adds further value to digital
learning. By reducing reliance on printed books, digital
downloads help conserve paper and minimize transportation-
related emissions. While digital technologies have their own
environmental impact, the shift toward electronic resources
represents a more sustainable approach to distributing
knowledge.

The global reach of digital books fosters cross-cultural learning
and collaboration. Downloading Brian May Red Special Guitar
allows individuals from diverse regions to access the same
content, encouraging shared understanding and academic
exchange. Digital access supports a more connected and
informed global community.



As technology continues to shape education, digital books will
remain an integral part of modern learning environments. The
ability to download Brian May Red Special Guitar reflects an
adaptive approach to education that prioritizes accessibility,
efficiency, and learner empowerment. Digital literacy is now a
critical skill.

In conclusion, the ability to download Brian May Red Special
Guitar encapsulates the core benefits of digital education.
Through accessibility, portability, interactivity, and ethical
engagement with resources, learners gain powerful tools for
academic success, professional growth, and personal
development. Digital access ensures that knowledge remains
dynamic, inclusive, and relevant in an increasingly digital world.

Questions & Answers About brian may red special guitar

No Question Answer

1 What makes Brian May's Red
Special guitar so unique?

The Red Special is unique because Brian May, with his
father, built it themselves. It features a repurposed
fireplace mantel for wood, motorcycle valves for tremolo
springs, and custom pickups, all contributing to its
distinctive tone and appearance.

2 Is the Red Special a Gibson or
Fender guitar?

Neither. The Red Special is entirely handmade by Brian
May and his father. It's not a factory-produced model from
any major guitar manufacturer.

3 What kind of wood is the Red
Special made from?

The main body wood of the Red Special is a piece of oak,
salvaged from an old fireplace mantel. The neck is made
from mahogany, and the fretboard is rosewood.

4 How many Red Special guitars
does Brian May actually own?

Brian May primarily uses one main Red Special that he
built with his father. He has had several replicas and
variations made over the years for touring and recording,
but the original remains his go-to instrument.

5 What is the distinctive sound of
the Red Special attributed to?

The Red Special's sound is a complex mix of its unique
construction: the specific wood used, the Burns Tri-Sonic
pickups, the wiring that allows for individual pickup
switching and phasing, and Brian May's masterful playing
technique.
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6 Can I buy a replica of Brian
May's Red Special?

Yes! Several companies have produced official or licensed
replicas of the Red Special, most notably by Burns Guitars
and more recently by Brian May Guitars (BMG). These
offer a similar aesthetic and tonal character.

7 What amplifier does Brian May
typically use with his Red
Special?

Brian May is famously associated with Vox AC30
amplifiers. He often uses multiple AC30s in his setup,
running them at high volume to achieve his signature
saturated and harmonically rich tone.

8 Why is it called the 'Red Special'? It's called the Red Special because Brian May, with his
father, stained and polished the oak body themselves,
giving it a distinctive red hue. It was also a 'special' project
they undertook together.

9 What are some of the
modifications Brian May made to
his Red Special?

Brian May incorporated several clever modifications,
including a homemade tremolo system using motorcycle
valve springs, a roller bridge to reduce string friction, and
a unique switching system for the three pickups that allows
for series and parallel combinations, plus out-of-phase
wiring.

brian may red special guitar design, brian may iconic guitar red finish, brian may signature red guitar,
red guitar Brian May guitar collectible, brian may vintage red electric guitar, brian may red sax guitar
special edition, brian may red guitar memorabilia, brian may red guitar collector’s item, brian may red
guitar acoustic masterpiece, brian may red guitar limited edition

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBook
Resource

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks provide structured digital knowledge.

Core Discussion

Digital books help readers maintain productivity.

Practical Use

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks support consistent study routines.

Conclusion

Digital reading improves access to information.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks help learners manage complex information.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are effective tools for refreshing knowledge before projects,
meetings, or assessments.

The long-term value of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks lies in their reusability and adaptability.

Resilient knowledge adapts over time.



Centralized content improves trust.

Clear documentation improves knowledge transfer.

This integration enhances knowledge management and recall.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks support modern reading habits by enabling short, focused
learning sessions that align with busy daily schedules and fragmented attention spans.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks improve long-term usability by remaining searchable.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks adapt to individual learning preferences through customizable
reading settings.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks encourage self-directed learning by giving readers control over
pacing, sequencing, and depth of exploration.

The long-term value of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks lies in their reusability and adaptability.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks integrate well with digital note-taking and productivity tools.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks help learners organize complex ideas.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks support intentional learning by encouraging focused reading.

The modular structure of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks allows readers to focus on specific
sections without losing overall context.

Ultimately, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks offer an efficient, scalable, and future-ready
approach to knowledge consumption.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks allow rapid content revision and correction.

Readers use Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks to revisit core principles.

Digital distribution ensures that learners receive identical content regardless of location.

Clear documentation improves knowledge transfer.

Reliable content builds trust.

Organizations incorporate Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks into onboarding and training
programs.

They represent a practical response to evolving learning expectations.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks provide measurable educational value.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks function as dependable educational anchors.

These interactive features help learners transform passive reading into an engaged and intentional
learning process.

Updatable digital content ensures alignment with current standards and best practices.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks support lifelong learning initiatives.

Readers value Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks for their consistency in structure and
presentation.

Readers can study Brian May Red Special Guitar at their own pace, revisiting complex sections while
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skipping familiar topics to optimize learning efficiency and personal relevance.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks support stable learning ecosystems.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks help learners manage complex information.

As technology evolves, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks continue to offer stability.

Reusable content supports ongoing education without repeated investment.

Digital distribution enhances reach and consistency.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are suitable for beginners seeking foundational knowledge as
well as advanced readers refining specific skills or deepening existing expertise.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks help bridge theoretical understanding and practical application.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks support offline access once downloaded.

This environmental benefit aligns with broader digital transformation initiatives.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks improve long-term usability by remaining searchable.

Readers can prioritize relevant sections without losing context.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks function as dependable educational anchors.

The digital format of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks allows rapid revision, correction, and
content expansion.

Readers value Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks for their consistency in structure and
presentation.

Clear explanations support real-world use.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks contribute to long-term intellectual resilience.

Repeated exposure reinforces mastery.

Methodical study improves mastery.

By offering structured content, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks help learners build foundational
knowledge before advancing to more complex topics.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks reduce dependency on physical books while maintaining high
information density and long-term usability for repeated reference.

Accurate reference improves outcomes.

Students often find Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks easier to integrate into academic routines
because they can be accessed across multiple devices.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks make complex subjects approachable through clear
organization.

Readers appreciate Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks for their predictable structure.

Revisions can be deployed without disruption.

As digital literacy grows, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks become increasingly relevant.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks encourage self-directed learning by giving readers control over



pacing, sequencing, and depth of exploration.

Revisions can be deployed without disruption.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks support intentional learning by encouraging focused reading.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks enable readers to track progress and revisit learning
milestones.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are suitable for academic and professional contexts.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are valued for their reliability.

Educators use Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks to deliver standardized curricula.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks help bridge the gap between theory and practice through
structured explanations.

Baseline knowledge supports independent research.

With Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks, learners can personalize their reading experience by
adjusting font size, background color, and layout to improve comfort and comprehension.

Ultimately, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks offer an efficient, scalable, and future-ready
approach to knowledge consumption.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are effective tools for refreshing knowledge before projects,
meetings, or assessments.

Structured layouts improve comprehension.

From an educational standpoint, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks encourage active reading
through annotation, highlighting, and structured navigation tools.

Digital access enables quick consultation during real-world application.

Searchable content enhances productivity and supports just-in-time learning scenarios.

Updatable digital content ensures alignment with current standards and best practices.

Entire libraries can be accessed from a single device.

Their scalability allows consistent distribution across teams and organizations.

Students benefit from Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks through consistent formatting and layout.

Digital access to Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks eliminates physical storage concerns.

Strong foundations support advanced skill development.

Dedicated reading reduces multitasking.

Ultimately, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks offer an efficient, scalable, and future-ready
approach to knowledge consumption.

Ultimately, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks offer an efficient, scalable, and future-ready
approach to knowledge consumption.

Logical sequencing reduces confusion.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks enable careful pacing.
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Structure enhances clarity.

The long-term value of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks lies in their reusability and adaptability.

Accessible knowledge encourages lifelong learning.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks reduce reliance on algorithm-driven content feeds.

Many professionals rely on Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks to continuously update their skills in
fast-changing industries where current knowledge is essential.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks function as stable knowledge repositories.

Professionals often rely on Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks for ongoing skill maintenance.

Controlled pacing improves absorption.

The adaptability of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks makes them suitable for beginners,
intermediate learners, and advanced professionals alike.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks improve long-term usability by remaining searchable.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are cost-effective solutions for learners seeking high-value
educational resources.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks serve as reliable reference materials that can be revisited
whenever questions arise.

Unlike short-form content, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks emphasize depth over immediacy.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are widely used for independent learning and long-term
reference, allowing readers to access structured information without physical limitations. Digital
formats support consistent knowledge acquisition across various learning environments.

Digital libraries replace bulky collections while preserving accessibility.

Professionals and students alike rely on Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks as dependable
reference materials.

The digital format of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks supports efficient information delivery
without compromising depth or clarity.

Educators use Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks to deliver standardized curricula.

Structured content improves comprehension and long-term retention.

The long-term value of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks lies in their reusability and adaptability.

Digital Brian May Red Special Guitar books integrate smoothly into modern workflows, allowing
readers to study during short breaks, commutes, or dedicated learning sessions without carrying
physical materials.

This long-term usability makes Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks suitable for repeated
consultation.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks can be accessed offline after download, ensuring uninterrupted
learning even without internet access.

Accessibility across age groups and experience levels enhances inclusivity.



Educators use Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks to deliver standardized curricula.

Consistent formatting allows readers to focus on content rather than navigation challenges.

Repeated exposure reinforces mastery.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks encourage methodical learning approaches.

Clear goals improve consistency.

Integration with calendars, reminders, and notes enhances learning consistency.

Readers benefit from Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks by gaining instant access to organized
material.

Platform independence enhances longevity.

Digital libraries replace bulky collections while preserving accessibility.

The modular design of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks allows selective reading.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are suitable for beginners seeking foundational knowledge as
well as advanced readers refining specific skills or deepening existing expertise.

The portability of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks ensures that learning materials are always
available regardless of location or time constraints.

This ensures learning continuity in low-connectivity situations.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks encourage methodical learning approaches.

Professionals rely on Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks to maintain relevance in rapidly evolving
industries.

Strong foundations support advanced skill development.

Many learners appreciate Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks for their ability to consolidate large
amounts of information into structured formats.

Through structured chapters, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks guide readers from conceptual
understanding to practical application.

Through consistent formatting, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks improve reading speed and
comprehension.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks support offline access once downloaded.

Font size, spacing, and display options enhance comfort and focus.

The digital format of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks allows rapid revision, correction, and
content expansion.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are suitable for beginners seeking foundational knowledge as
well as advanced readers refining specific skills or deepening existing expertise.

Offline functionality ensures uninterrupted learning regardless of connectivity.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks support modern reading habits by enabling short, focused
learning sessions that align with busy daily schedules and fragmented attention spans.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks are commonly used in digital education environments due to
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their scalability, consistency, and ease of distribution.

Navigation tools improve efficiency when reviewing specific topics.

Standardization ensures consistent understanding.

Updates can be deployed without reprinting or redistribution delays.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks allow readers to engage deeply with subjects.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks align with contemporary reading habits by supporting short,
focused study sessions.

The portability of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks ensures access across devices such as
smartphones, tablets, and laptops.

Centralized content improves trust.

With Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks, learners can personalize their reading experience by
adjusting font size, background color, and layout to improve comfort and comprehension.

Updates maintain long-term relevance.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks allow readers to engage deeply with subjects.

Organizations often adopt Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks as part of internal training programs
due to their scalability and cost efficiency.

Centralization improves efficiency.

Methodical study improves mastery.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks align with modern expectations for speed, accessibility, and
usability.

This format accommodates fragmented schedules while maintaining content depth and continuity.

The searchable structure of Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks makes it easy to locate specific
information without rereading entire chapters.

Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks contribute to a more efficient learning ecosystem.

Organizations often adopt Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks as part of internal training programs
due to their scalability and cost efficiency.

Unlike short-form content, Brian May Red Special Guitar eBooks emphasize depth over immediacy.

Troubleshooting Common Issues
Even with proper preparation and organization, users may occasionally encounter issues when
working with Brian May Red Special Guitar in digital formats. Understanding common problems and
their solutions helps minimize disruption and ensures a smooth reading, study, or research
experience. Troubleshooting skills are especially valuable for long-term users who rely on digital
libraries daily.

One of the most common issues is file compatibility. Sometimes Brian May Red Special Guitar may not
open correctly on a specific device or application. This can result from outdated software,
unsupported formats, or corrupted files. Updating the reading application or trying an alternative
reader often resolves the issue. If the problem persists, re-downloading the file from a trusted source



is recommended.

Another frequent problem involves formatting inconsistencies. Text misalignment, missing images, or
broken layouts can occur when files are converted between formats. Using professional conversion
tools and reviewing files after conversion helps prevent these issues. Maintaining an original master
copy also ensures that users can revert to a reliable version if errors occur.

Handling corrupted or incomplete files
Corrupted files may fail to open, display errors, or load only partially. These issues often result from
interrupted downloads or storage errors. Verifying file size, checking download completion, and
comparing files against official versions can help identify corruption. Re-downloading from a verified
source is usually the quickest solution.

Performance and loading problems
Large files may load slowly, particularly on older devices or limited hardware. Compressing Brian May
Red Special Guitar without sacrificing quality improves performance. Splitting large documents into
smaller sections can also enhance navigation and responsiveness.

Annotation and sync issues
Users may experience lost annotations or unsynced notes when switching devices. Ensuring that
cloud sync is enabled and accounts are properly logged in helps maintain continuity. Regularly
exporting annotations provides an additional safety layer for important notes.

Best Practices for Everyday Use
Establishing good daily habits reduces the likelihood of technical issues and improves overall
efficiency when using Brian May Red Special Guitar. Simple practices, when applied consistently,
create a stable and productive digital environment.

Organizing files immediately after download prevents clutter and confusion. Assigning files to the
correct folders and renaming them clearly saves time in the future. Regular maintenance
sessions—such as weekly or monthly reviews—help keep the library clean and up to date.

Keeping software updated is another essential practice. Updates often include bug fixes, performance
improvements, and enhanced compatibility. Staying current ensures that Brian May Red Special
Guitar functions smoothly across devices and platforms.

Security and privacy awareness
Avoid opening files from unknown or unverified sources. Even if a file claims to contain Brian May
Red Special Guitar, it may include malware or unwanted scripts. Using antivirus software and trusted
platforms protects both data and devices.

Optimizing the reading experience
Adjusting display settings such as font size, background color, and brightness improves comfort and
reduces eye strain. Comfortable reading environments support longer sessions and better
comprehension, especially for extensive materials.

Advanced problem prevention
Preventive measures reduce the need for troubleshooting altogether. Maintaining backups, using
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stable file formats, and documenting changes create a resilient system that withstands technical
challenges.

Version tracking prevents confusion when multiple editions exist. Clearly labeled files and
documented updates ensure that users always know which version they are using and why. This
practice is particularly important in collaborative or academic environments.

When to seek support
If issues persist despite troubleshooting, consulting official documentation or support forums can
provide solutions. Many platforms offer detailed guides, FAQs, and community discussions addressing
common problems. Reaching out to official support channels ensures accurate and secure assistance.

Future-proofing your use of Brian May Red Special Guitar
Technology continues to evolve, and future-proofing ensures long-term access. Using widely
supported formats, maintaining updated backups, and periodically reviewing compatibility help
protect against obsolescence. These strategies safeguard investments in digital learning and research
materials.

Final thoughts on troubleshooting and best practices
Troubleshooting is an essential skill for maximizing the value of Brian May Red Special Guitar. By
understanding common issues, applying best practices, and adopting preventive strategies, users can
maintain a smooth and reliable digital experience. With proper care, Brian May Red Special Guitar
remains a dependable resource that supports learning, research, and professional growth without
unnecessary interruptions.
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